Officers’ Club Chronology
In compliance with Federal asbestos regulations, Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point contracted with Cape Environmental Management, Inc. to conduct an initial asbestos inspection of buildings at the air station from October 1996 through January 1999.  Asbestos-containing material (ACM) was identified in approximately 170 buildings.

May 1999 – Cape Environmental Management, Inc. provided the command with an initial Asbestos Survey and Assessment Report identifying asbestos-containing material (ACM) inside Building 491, the Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point Officers Club.  No significantly damaged ACM was identified.

July 2002 - AH Environmental Consultants, Inc. re-inspected the ACM in Bldg. 491 as part of the air station’s Phase II triennial asbestos re-inspection.


Oct 2003 – AH Environmental Consultants, Inc. provided the command with the Phase II Asbestos Survey and Assessment Re-inspection Report, which contained the results of the July 2002 re-inspection of the ACM in Bldg. 491, the Cherry Point Officers Club.  This report revealed significantly damaged asbestos containing pipe insulation in the 2nd floor crawl space of Building 491. 

Nov 2003 – As part of the air station’s Phase III triennial asbestos re-inspection, AH Environmental Consultants, Inc. performed air sampling in sixteen (16) buildings where damaged friable ACM was identified and the potential for airborne asbestos was deemed possible.  On November 5, 2003, initial air sampling on the 2nd floor, Building 491 was conducted.  Five air samples were collected and analyzed.  Four of the five samples collected did not detect any airborne asbestos fibers.  One sample, however, did show levels that exceeded the Environmental Protection Agency’s acceptable airborne asbestos level for public occupancy.  Once this was discovered, the following actions were taken:

-The 2nd floor was closed to unauthorized personnel;

-Asbestos warning signs were placed at all 2nd floor entryways;

-Heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) on the 2nd floor was turned off;

-Follow-up air samples were collected on the 2nd floor, with attention paid to the hatches leading to the crawl space, from November 17-19, 2003. In all, five follow-up air samples were collected.  Four of the five follow-up air sample results indicated no airborne asbestos, the fifth sample detecting airborne asbestos at a level below what EPA considers acceptable for public occupancy; 

-Surface samples (i.e., from furnishings, carpets, ductwork, etc.) were collected on the 2nd floor from November 17-19, 2003.  A total of six surface samples of dust were collected throughout the 2nd floor. Five of the six samples indicated the presence of asbestos fibers;   

-The Safety Office advised cognizant air station officials that personnel working in Building 491 should be notified of the sampling results and be provided asbestos awareness training.

Jan 2004 - On January 18 and 19, 2004, AH Environmental Consultants, Inc. collected air and surface samples from the 1st floor and basement of Building 491.  Air samples representing personal exposure to personnel were collected on the 1st floor of Building 491.  None of these air samples exceeded the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) acceptable exposure limits.  Based upon the sampling results, AH Environmental Consultants, Inc. concluded that normal activity on the 1st floor of Building 491 would not result in any significant airborne asbestos exposure to building occupants.  A minor asbestos release from damaged ACM was, however, discovered in a basement corridor.  The basement was closed and restricted to authorized personnel.  Asbestos warning signs were placed at all basement entryways. The Facilities Maintenance Department was notified to clean the identified area and perform asbestos clearance sampling.  



April 2004 - The basement of  Building 491 was cleaned by appropriately trained asbestos workers.  On 28 April 2004, Phoenix Enviro Corporation conducted clearance sampling for airborne asbestos in the basement of Building 491. The sampling revealed airborne asbestos levels above what EPA considers safe for public occupancy. 

May 2004 – The Commanding General, Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point was informed of all the asbestos sampling from Building 491.  On 16 May 2004, Building 491 was closed.



�Why did it take over a year to get the report????  This will need to be explained.


�I’d delete that paragraph.  It really doesn’t add anything and could just get people alarmed that the asbestos is falling apart.


�We need to add something about when the club was shut down or at least what happened after the Jan 04 high readings.





